Social Studies and World Citizenship

the teaching of Esperanto inevitably increases the value of
any school curriculum.

In acquiring Esperanto the boy or girl receives a mental
and moral training which is probably not offered by anv
other single subject; from this point of view alone, Esperanto
claims the active interest of the educational world.

It is obvious that a common language is not of itself any
guarantee of friendly relations, but for children and for adults
alike the study of Esperanto engenders world-wide interests
and induces an open-minded appreciation of all that is admir-
able beyond the national borders.

The realm of scouting and other international activities
of the younger generation such as the youth hostel system,
school journeys abroad and exchange visits between young
people of different nationalities offer a useful field for Esper-
anto. Esperantists at the great international Scout jam-
borees associate with ease and freedom in a manner contrast-
ing markedly with the restricted intercourse of the polyglot
majority who would like to talk fluently but cannot do so.

The application of Esperanto to dramatic art has proved
the remarkable qualities of the language. In 1905 at the
first Universal Congress, Mbliere's Le Manage force was
played in Esperanto by actors who came from nine different
countries and represented seven different national languages.

Esperanto is also very suitable for singing. The full,
open vowels give it a general resemblance to Italian and
many words are practically identical in the two languages.

The success of Esperanto has been ensured by the
extreme facility with which it can be learned. There are
no exceptions to any of the rules; the pronunciation is
simple and easy; the spelling is phonetic; all verbs are
conjugated alike ; the number of root words to be learned
is comparatively small, other words being derived from
these as required by means of prefixes and suffixes. The
fundamental grammar is reduceable to sixteen short rules.
There is very little syntax and the sole requirements foe
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